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PG AMONG OLDER 
OHIOANS

AGENDA

Identify PG among older 

Ohioans

Learn techniques for 

screening and assessment 

taking into account the 

population

Define PG within this group 

and what to do about it
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THE POWER OF 
COMMUNICATION: 
HOW DO WE HOLD 
THE 
CONVERSATION?

POWERBALL 
JACKPOT 
SKYROCKETS; 
THREE BIG OHIO 
WINNERS! -
NEWSBREAK

TECHNIQUES FOR 
SCREENING AND 
ASSESSMENT 
TAKING INTO 
ACCOUNT THE 
POPULATION
BING VIDEOS

IDENTIFY PG AMONG OLDER OHIOANS

Screening- really nothing different than other populations

• Checking in about risk tolerance, worries, fears about money

• Encourage questions about how time is spent, leisure activities

• Use screening surveys like other clients but maybe have paper 
versions, rather than all digital

• Medication questions

• FDA Drug Safety Communication: FDA warns about new 
impulse-control problems associated with mental health drug 
aripiprazole (Abilify, Abilify Maintena, Aristada) | FDA
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OLDER PEOPLE'S 
MENTAL HEALTH | 
ZOE FALSTER
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UNIQUE FACTORS

Where seen

• Virtual sessions

• At office

• At facility where client lives; 
client home

• Elder abuse

Things to consider:

• Less stimulation in life

• Raising grandkids, other 
generations

• Loss of friends, family, support 
system

• Unsure about resources/ 
sustainability
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NAVIGATING THE WORLD 

Media exposure

1. Commercials on TV

2. Sports betting

3. Radio messaging

4. Lottery tickets at 
store

5. Church and other 
fundraiser activities

Messages are tempting

Even “harmless” things can increase risk tolerance

• Games like solitaire

• Free bets

• Big jackpots get people talking, but the 
underlining message is “you can win if you 
don’t play” 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING IN THE BRAIN 
WHEN YOU GAMBLE | 
PSYCHOLOGIST ZOE FALSTER
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NATIONAL COUNCIL ON PROBLEM GAMBLING: NGAGE 2.0 
NATIONAL DETAILED REPORT

The lowest gambling participation is now 
found in those 65 or older, though more than 
two-thirds of that age group reported past 
year gambling in 2021. 

As in 2018, there is a strong relationship 
between responses to questions about 
problematic behavior and age (Figure 4-7). In 
2021, the number reporting no problematic 
behavior ranged from a high of 91 percent of 
those 65 or older to a low of 24 percent of 
those 18 to 24. In addition, the numbers 
reporting no problematic play remained 
relatively constant over time for those 45 and 
older, while problematic play for those under 
45 almost doubled. The numbers experiencing 
at least one indicator “many times” showed a 
similar pattern (Figure 4-8). Almost one in 
four adult gamblers under 25 provided this 
response, with that number declining to 1 
percent of those 65 and older.
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TAKEAWAYS

Is there a problem?

• Start the conversation

• See what opportunities could come to be

• We all could get there

• empathy

Continue improving our system

Prevention materials

Alternative activities
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MORE TO COME?

Increasing Percentage (%)
If those 45 and younger are increasing their gambling behaviors, what is to 

come? 

Collaboration opportunities?Referral rate?

Treating substance misuse in older adults
Older Adults and Mental Health - National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH)
How We Can Help Improve Mental Health for Older Adults
https://youtu.be/aGD3UHqemno
https://youtu.be/hufwCeB1vJ0
FDA Drug Safety Communication: FDA warns about new impulse-control problems associated with 
mental health drug aripiprazole (Abilify, Abilify Maintena, Aristada) | FDA
Powerball jackpot skyrockets; three big Ohio winners! - NewsBreak
www.ncpgsurvey.org 12
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THANK YOU
Jeff Rhein MRC, PCC-s, LICDC-CS

513-695-2756

jrhein@mhrbwcc.org

www.mhrbwcc.org
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